Proto-punk

Proto-punk 1s the music played by garage rock bands from the 1960s to mid-1970s that
presaged the punk rock movement. The phrase 1s a retrospective label; the musicians involved
were not associated with each other and came from a variety of backgrounds and styles, but
together they anticipated many of punk's musical and thematic attributes.

According to AllMusic, “Proto-punk was never a cohesive movement, nor was there a
readily 1dentifiable proto-punk sound that made its artists seem related at the time. What ties
proto-punk together 1s a certain provocative sensibility that didn't fit the prevailing
counterculture of the time ... It was consciously subversive and fully aware of its outsider
status ... In terms of its lasting influence, much proto-punk was primitive and stripped-down,
even when it wasn't aggressive, and its production was usually just as unpolished. The genre
also frequently dealt with taboo subject matter, depicting society's grimy underbelly in great
detail, and venting alienation that was more intense and personal than ever before.”

Most musicians classified as proto-punk are rock performers of the 1960s and early-
1970s, with garage rock/art rock bands the Velvet Underground, MCS5, and the Stooges
considered to be archetypal proto-punk artists, along with glam rock band the New York
Dolls.
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